The sudden and complete loss of vision in one eye, followed by the conditions tending to atrophy of the nerve structures already noted, is very characteristic of the somewhat rare affection, embolism of the retinal artery; and the diagnosis is further confirmed by the facts that the patient has for several years been very subject to rheumatism, and that now a blowing murmur is heard with the first sound over the apex of the heart, which is hypertrophied.
Since the onset of the blindness, patient has been nervous and irritable, and now is conscious of a distinct general loss of muscular power. He observes that he now has difficulty in buttoning his shirt and performing other rather delicate manipulations. There is a decided lack of expression on the left side of the face, and the tongue is protruded rather to the right side.
He states that tor about two weeks beiore he became blind he suffered pain pretty constantly in the left temple. These facts, with the condition of the right optic nerve at first, would seem to indicate some more general concurrent nervous affection, which it may be interesting to observe. At present, with a view to benefiting his general health, patient is permitted to go to the country. As regards the treatment adopted, it may suffice to say that the iodide was given with the view at once of'acting on the circulation, and of aiding in the absorption of the effusion.
